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KEYNOTE ADDRESS 

BY 

HIS EXCELLENCY DR. BRIGADIER-GENERAL (RTD) 

JULIUS MAADA BIO (GCRSL) 

PRESIDENT AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE ARMED FORCES 

AND CHAIRPERSON OF THE ECOWAS AUTHORITY 

OF HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE 

SEVENTEENTH ARMED FORCES DAY OF THE 

REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE 

AT THE 

JULIUS MAADA BIO PARADE SQUARE, 

WILBERFORCE BARRACKS 

WEDNESDAY, 18 FEBRUARY 2026 

THEME: 

“Rebuilding the RSLAF through Strategic 

Transformation for Enhanced National Security 

and Development in Sierra Leone” 
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SALUTATIONS 

• The Honourable Vice President 

• The Honourable Speaker of Parliament 

• The Chief Justice 

• The Chief Minister 

• Madam First Lady 

• Her Worship the Mayor of Freetown 

• The Deputy Minister of Defence 

• Ministers of Government present 

• Honourable Members of Parliament present 

• Members of the Diplomatic and Consular 

Corps 

• The Director General, Ministry of Defence 

• The Chief of Defence Staff 

• Service Chiefs and Heads of all other 

Security Institutions 

• Generals 
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• Our revered Ex-Servicemen and Women 

• Senior Officers 

• Officers, Women and Men of the Republic 

of Sierra Leone Armed Forces 

• Members of the Fourth Estate 

• Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen 

• Good afternoon. 

 

1. I stand before you today with pride and a 

strong sense of national responsibility as we 

commemorate the 17th Armed Forces Day of 

the Republic of Sierra Leone. 
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2. This occasion is a national moment of 

honour. A moment to recognise courage, 

discipline, and sacrifice. 

 

3. A moment to thank the officers, women, and 

men of the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed 

Forces who chose service to country above 

all else. 

 

4. Whether standing sentry in the night, serving 

far from home on peacekeeping duty, or 

responding to danger when others run away, 

the Sierra Leonean soldier continues to serve 

with quiet courage and discipline. 
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5. As a former military officer, I know that this 

service comes at a personal cost, to your 

peace of mind, to your families, and to 

moments of life you will never recover, and 

the nation does not take that sacrifice lightly. 

 

6. Our brave men and women of RSLAF are the 

guardians of our sovereignty. You are the 

defenders of our democracy. You remain a 

pillar of stability for our nation. 

 

7. Through professionalism and commitment, 

you safeguard our borders, confront threats 

both foreign and domestic, support national 
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development, and contribute to peace 

beyond our shores. 

 

DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

 

8. I now ask you to rise as we observe one 

minute of silence in honour of our brave 

officers, men, and women of the RSLAF who 

laid down their lives in service to our beloved 

country. 

(ONE-MINUTE SILENCE) 
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9. We remember them with gratitude and 

honour. May their souls rest in perfect peace. 

 

10. Thank you. Please be seated. 

 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

11. Armed Forces Day stands as a moment of 

reflection and national pride, a reminder that 

the freedoms we enjoy today are preserved 

and protected by the vigilance, discipline, 

and sacrifice of our Armed Forces. 
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12. As President of the Republic and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Republic of 

Sierra Leone Armed Forces, it is both an 

honour and a solemn duty to address you on 

this important national occasion. 

 

13. I speak today not only as Head of State, but 

also in my current responsibility as 

Chairperson of the ECOWAS Authority of 

Heads of State and Government. 
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14. Across our region, we are witnessing worrying 

trends: the rise of unconstitutional changes of 

government, the erosion of democratic 

order, and the misuse of military power 

meant to protect the people. 

 

15. From that regional perspective, I speak with 

clarity and conviction: there can be no 

justification for coups d’état in a modern, 

democratic West Africa. 
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16. Sierra Leone understands this truth deeply. 

We have lived through conflict. We have 

paid a heavy price. We know what instability 

costs. 

 

17. That is why, on 18 January this year, Sierra 

Leone commemorated its first National 

Remembrance Day, to honour the victims of 

our decade-long civil war and to remind 

ourselves that peace, once broken, is never 

easily restored. 
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18. I know, personally as a retired Brigadier 

General, what command demands and 

what restraint requires, because the oath to 

defend the nation also demands the 

discipline never to betray it. 

 

19. Sierra Leone’s painful history must never 

repeat itself. 

 

20. DINSTINGUISHED OFFICERS, MEN, AND 

WOMEN OF THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE 

ARMED FORCES (RSLAF), your institution has 

travelled a long and difficult road. 
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21. The RSLAF has confronted its past. 

It has reformed. It has rebuilt trust with the 

people of Sierra Leone. 

 

22. Today, you are recognised as a professional, 

disciplined, and constitutional Armed Forces. 

 

23. You are entrusted not to seize power, but to 

safeguard the peace. Not to undermine 

democracy, but to defend it. 

 

24. Today’s RSLAF does not rule the people; it 

protects them. 
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25. There must be no place, now or ever, for 

coups d’état or unconstitutional change of 

government in Sierra Leone. 

 

26. The era of military interference in 

governance is over. The era of disrupting our 

hard-earned peace is over. 

 

27. Your loyalty must remain firm, to the 

Constitution, to civilian authority, and to the 

democratic will of the people of Sierra 

Leone. 
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28. As ECOWAS Chair, I will continue to work with 

my peers to reject the normalisation of 

military takeovers in our region. 

But leadership begins at home. 

 

29. Sierra Leone must remain an example of 

restraint, professionalism, and constitutional 

fidelity. 

 

30. It is within this context that this year’s theme 

— “Rebuilding the RSLAF through Strategic 

Transformation for Enhanced National 

Security and Development in Sierra Leone” — 

takes on its full meaning. 
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31. Strategic transformation is not only about 

equipment or structures. It is about values 

and discipline. It is about unwavering loyalty 

to democratic order. 

 

FELLOW SIERRA LEONEANS,  

 

32. The defence and security of Sierra Leone is a 

collective responsibility. It is not the 

responsibility of those in uniform alone. 

 

33. Your service is not carried alone; it is carried 

with the people of Sierra Leone, whose trust 

and hopes you carry every day in uniform. 
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34. Without security, there can be no 

development. Without stability, there can be 

no prosperity. 

 

35. To guide this responsibility, Sierra Leone now 

has its first home-grown National Defence 

Policy and Strategy, developed by Sierra 

Leoneans, for Sierra Leone. 

 

36. This policy defines what we defend, why we 

defend it, and how we defend it. 
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37. It aligns security with development and 

supports the Big Five Game Changers of my 

administration. 

 

38. Today, as President of the Republic and 

Commander-in-Chief of the RSLAF, I hereby 

officially launch the National Defence Policy 

and Strategy, a roadmap for a secure, 

resilient, and confident nation. 

 

39. Guided by this doctrine, I have approved far-

reaching reforms to transform the RSLAF into 

a future-ready force. 
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40. I therefore charge the Chief of Defence Staff 

and the High Command to implement these 

reforms with discipline, urgency, and 

accountability. 

 

41. These reforms include the reversion to a Tri-

Service structure, adoption of the Corps 

System, strengthened capability 

development, and sustained annual 

recruitment. 
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42. Sierra Leone will also expand its contribution 

to global peace, including the deployment 

of two Infantry Companies to Haiti. 

 

43. Leadership at all levels must be professional, 

welfare-centred, and accountable. 

 

44. These reforms will strengthen operational 

effectiveness and safeguard our sovereignty. 
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DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,  

 

45. A modern Armed Forces must also contribute 

to national development. 

 

46. For this reason, I have approved the 

establishment of Defence Enterprise Services. 

 

47. These initiatives include an Endowment and 

Loan Scheme for RSLAF personnel, 10,000 

acres of agricultural projects aligned with the 

Feed Salone Agenda, explosive 

management services for mining, and an 



21 
 

Page 21 of 35 
 

Engineering Corporation to support national 

infrastructure. 

 

48. This includes the 52.3-kilometre Mile 91–Rosul 

Junction feeder road. 

 

49. I further direct relevant MDAs to collaborate 

with the RSLAF on the 1.5-kilometre paved 

road at the Armed Forces Training Centre 

and the 27-kilometre paved road in Kambia 

District. 
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50. In addition, the welfare of our Armed Forces 

remains a priority of my Government. 

 

51. In 2024, I approved the Armed Forces Pay 

Review Board. Its work has guided our 

decisions. 

 

52. Accordingly, effective April 2026, I hereby 

approve a 25 percent salary increase for all 

ranks of the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed 

Forces. 
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53. This is recognition of your sacrifice. It is an 

investment in morale. It is a reaffirmation of 

trust. 

 

54. I direct the Chief of Defence Staff and the 

Director General of the Ministry of Defence to 

work with the Minister of Finance to ensure full 

implementation from April 2026. 
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FELLOW SIERRA LEONEANS, 

55. The RSLAF must reflect the nation it serves. 

 

56. Female representation now stands at 14.7 

percent, a significant improvement from 

single digits under my administration. 

 

57. While progress has been made, more must 

be done in accordance with the Gender 

Equality and Women’s Empowerment (GEWE) 

ACT of 2022. 
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58. I therefore direct sustained recruitment of 

women and increased female 

representation in leadership positions across 

the RSLAF, aiming for the minimum 30% 

quota. 

 

59. TO OUR VETERANS, the nation salutes you. 

 

60. You served with courage, loyalty, and 

honour. I am aware of the challenges you 

face after service as a veteran myself. 

 

61. I reaffirm my commitment to the swift 

enactment of the Military Veterans Bill, 
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currently before Parliament, and direct that 

this process be completed by May 2026. 

 

62. You defended the nation. Now the nation 

must defend you. God bless our military 

veterans. 
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

63. Sierra Leone did not walk its difficult journey 

alone. 

 

64. As President of the Republic and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, I 

extend, on behalf of the Government and 

People of Sierra Leone, our deepest gratitude 

to the international community, our regional 

neighbours, and all partners who stood with 

us during the darkest chapter of our history. 
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65. The struggle to restore our hard-earned 

democracy and constitutional order 

demanded immense sacrifice. 

 

66. But the courage, resources, and lives 

committed by our partners ensured that the 

will of our people prevailed and laid the 

foundations of the peace and democratic 

stability we enjoy today. 

 

 

67. We therefore honour our West African 

brothers and sisters under ECOMOG, 

particularly the formed troops from Nigeria, 

Guinea, and Ghana; the United Kingdom for 
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its decisive military and diplomatic support; 

the United Nations, through UNAMSIL, for 

leading disarmament, reintegration, and 

democratic transition; and the African Union 

for its unwavering defence of constitutional 

order and African solutions to African 

problems. 

 

68. As we marked our first National 

Remembrance Day this year, we honour all 

who served and sacrificed during the war. 
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69.  We reaffirm that today’s Republic of Sierra 

Leone Armed Forces must uphold that 

legacy by remaining professional, apolitical, 

and steadfast in defending the Constitution, 

our democracy, and our hard-won peace. 

 

DISTINGUSIHED SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN,  

70. I have today presented the new Presidential 

and Regimental Colours, steeped in our finest 

military traditions and revered as the highest 

symbols of honour of the Services, 

Formations, and Units of the Republic of 

Sierra Leone Armed Forces.  
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71. These Colours embody loyalty, devotion to 

duty, selfless service, and an enduring pride 

that reflects the operational legacy of the 

RSLAF. 

 

72. The Presidential Colour stands as national 

recognition of outstanding service and 

excellence, while the Regimental Colours 

carry the history, achievements, expansion, 

responsibilities, and esprit de corps of the 

Services, Formations, and Units they 

represent. 
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73. As your Commander-in-Chief, I charge that 

these Colours must always carry the 

indomitable spirit of the RSLAF and fly high 

into the future, guiding and inspiring new 

generations of officers, men, and women to 

serve our nation with honour, courage, 

discipline, and excellence. 

 

74. I thank you for your enduring service. Your 

service matters deeply to our Armed Forces, 

to our Republic, and to the people of Sierra 

Leone. 
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75. To your families, your parents, spouses, 

children, and loved ones, I say thank you. 

Thank you for your quiet strength, your 

patience, and your sacrifices that make their 

service possible. 

 

76. As I conclude Ladies and Gentlemen, our 

past has taught us painful lessons, our present 

demands responsibility, and our future gives 

us reason to believe.  

 

77. The Sierra Leone you protect today will 

remain peaceful, democratic, and worth 

defending for generations to come. 
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78. I commend the officers, men, and women of 

the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed Forces 

for your honourable service and unwavering 

dedication to the defence of our nation.  

 

 

79. May your labour and sacrifices never be in 

vain, and may you always be guided by 

honour, excellence, selfless service above 

politics, and loyalty to the Republic beyond 

religion, region, tribe, gender, or belief. 
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80. Happy Armed Forces Day. 

 

81. May God bless and protect the Republic of 

Sierra Leone Armed Forces, and may God 

bless the Republic of Sierra Leone and her 

people. 

THANK YOU. 

 


