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ECOWAS CHAIRMAN PRESIDENT JULIUS MATADA ﬁO
OPENS 68TH ORDINARY SESSION OF THE AUTHORITY OF
HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT, ANNOUNCES
LANDMARK ECOWAS MEASURE TO REDUCE COST OF

AIR TRAVEL ACROSS WEST AFRICA

Abuja, Nigeria, Sunday, 14 December 2025 - The Chairman of the ECOWAS
Authority of Heads of State and Government and President of the Republic
of Sierra Leone, His Excellency Dr Julius Maada Bio, officially opened the 68th
Ordinary Session of the ECOWAS Authority, describing the summit as a
defining moment for the future of over 400 million West Africans.

Speaking at the opening ceremony in Abuja, President Bio reflected on
ECOWAS' 50-year journey, noting that the golden jubilee calls for renewed
unity, courage, and clarity of purpose. The ECOWAS Chairman warned that
terrorism, violent extremism, organised crime, and communal conflicts
remain grave threats to the stability and development of the region,
particularly in the Sahel.

President Bio reaffirmed ECOWAS'’ zero-tolerance stance on Unconstitutional
Changes of Government. He condemned recent threats to constitutional
rule in parts of the region and commended swift collective action taken by
ECOWAS to defend democratic governance, stressing that the Community
will not compromise on democracy, rule of law, and accountable leadership.
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PRESIDENT JULIUS MAADA BIO, PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE AND CHAIRMAN OF
ECOWAS AUTHORITY, ORDERS THE DEPLOYMENT OF
ECOWAS STANDBY FORCE TO THE REPUBLIC OF BENIN

ECOWAS COMMISSION
COMMISSION DE LA CEDEAO
COMISSAO DA CEDEAO

ECOWAS STATEMENT ON THE REPUBLIC OF BENIN

ECOWAS Commission has received with consternation reports of an attempted military
take-over in the Republic of Benin.

ECOWAS strongly condemns this unconstitutional move that represents a subversion of the will
of the people of Benin.

ECOWAS calls for the full respect of the Constitution of Benin and salutes the efforts of the
Government and the Republican Army in bringing the situation under control.

ECOWAS holds the leaders of the plot both individually and collectively responsable for
any loss to life and property occasioned by their action.

ECOWAS will support the Government and the people in all forms necessary, including
the deploy of the regional dby force, to defend the Constitution and the
territorial integrity of Benin.

Abuja, 07th December, 2025.

ECOWAS Commission

Following an attempted Military Coup in the Republic of Benin, The Chair
of ECOWAS Authority of Heads of state and Government, H.E. President
Julius Maada Bio, President of the Republic of Sierra Leone, ordered the
deployment of elements of the ECOWAS Standby Force to the Republic of
Benin with immediate effect.
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SIERRA LEONE’S PRESIDENT AND ECOWAS
CHAIRMAN, DR. JULIUS MAADA BIO, GRACES
INAUGURATION OF NEWLY ELECTED PRESIDENT
OF COTE D'IVOIRE

Abidjan, Céte d’Ivoire, 8 December 2025 - His Excellency Dr. Julius
Maada Bio, President of the Republic of Sierra Leone and current
Chairman of the Authority of Heads of State and Government of the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), honoured the
inauguration ceremony of His Excellency Alassane Ouattara with his
distinguished presence. Commenting on the inauguration following his
arrival in Abidjan on the 7 December 2025, President Bio stated on
Facebook “ECOWAS remains steadfastly committed to strengthening
democratic governance across West Africa.”

His attendance at the swearing-in of President Ouattaraq, re-elected
during the 25 October 2025 presidential vote, underscores the solidarity
of Sierra Leone and ECOWAS with Céte d’lvoire as it begins a new
chapter under renewed leadership. As Chairman of ECOWAS, President
Bio’s presence dlso redffirmed his commitment to regional cooperation,
democratic consolidation, and the strengthening of bilateral relations
across West Africa. The visit reflected the collective leadership role
President Bio continues to play in promoting peace, economic
integration, and good governance within the sub region.
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