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             KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY 

HIS EXCELLENCY DR JULIUS MAADA BIO 

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE 

ON THE THEME “STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIP 

AND EMPOWERING MEDIA”  

AT THE PRESIDENTIAL MEDIA COCKTAIL 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2025 

STATE HOUSE LAWN, STATE HOUSE 

FREETOWN AT 7:00PM 
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 Madam First Lady 

Ministers of Government  

Chairman of the Independent Media 

Commission 

President of SLAJ and Heads of Affiliate 

Bodies 

My dear friends of the Fourth Estate 

Distinguished Guests 

1. I am deeply honored to address you tonight 

on this very special occasion — the 7th 

anniversary of the Presidential Media 

Cocktail. It’s amazing how quickly time flies 

but like the American poet, Maya Angelou, 

once said “All great achievements require 
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time.”  

2. Tonight, we celebrate not just a tradition, 

but a fundamental pillar of our democracy 

— a vibrant, free, and empowered media. 

This partnership we nurture has blossomed 

into a relationship built on trust, mutual 

respect, and a shared vision.  

3. Tonight’s theme, “Strengthening 

Partnership and Empowering Media” is 

not by accident. Our journey has been long 

and at times challenging, but it has yielded 

immense rewards.  

4. Back in 2018, much of the conversation 

about media in Sierra Leone centered on 
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the challenges — from limited capacity, 

funding constraints, to issues around press 

freedom. While some challenges still 

remain, today, I am proud to say that the 

media landscape in Sierra Leone is in a 

strong and historic place.  

5. Sierra Leone has risen by more than 25 

places in the World Press Freedom Index 

since 2017 — one of the fastest 

improvements globally. This very year, 

2025, Sierra Leone was ranked 56th out of 

180 countries, moving up eight places from 

64th in 2024. This achievement reflects 

intentional reforms, constructive 
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partnership with the media, and our 

enduring commitment to protecting 

journalists. Sierra Leone is now widely 

recognized as a regional model for media 

freedom. 

My Dear Friends,  

6. This year, we approved the first National 

Information and Media Policy in Sierra 

Leone’s history — a comprehensive 

framework that brings coherence, 

direction, and modernity to the entire 

information ecosystem. 

7. This policy provides clear standards for 

digital media governance; establishes 
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guidelines for the responsible use of 

Artificial Intelligence; strengthens media 

sustainability and professionalism; 

protects citizens’ right to accurate 

information; and modernizes the 

regulatory landscape for the digital era.  

8. In 2025, Sierra Leone achieved a 95% 

Freedom of Information compliance 

score—one of the highest in the region. As 

your President, I firmly believe that access 

to information is the lifeblood of a vibrant 

democracy, empowering citizens to make 

informed decisions, hold leaders 

accountable and participate fully in shaping 
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the future of our nation.  

9. Therefore, to strengthen accountability 

further, the Right to Access Information 

Commission will be transformed into a 

more powerful Access to Information 

Authority, with clearer sanctions and 

enforcement mechanisms. 

10. This year, we have also concluded 

nationwide consultations for a 

comprehensive Data Protection and Privacy 

Bill. The full regulatory infrastructure will 

be completed in the first quarter of 2026, 

ensuring citizens’ data is protected as 

government and industry become 



Page 8 of 27  

increasingly digital. 

11. We have expanded the space for free 

expression and civic participation more 

than any government before it. Through 

Weekly Press Briefings, Civic Day 

Series, and the National Civic Festival, 

we have shown that Openness is not just a 

principle—it is now embedded in the 

practices of our governance. 

     Distinguished Guests,  

12. Over these years, my Government has 

taken concrete steps to bolster the 

independence and sustainability of Sierra 

Leone’s media. We increased government 
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subvention to SLAJ; enhanced training in 

fact-checking, digital literacy, and ethical 

journalism for over 500 journalists and 

information officers; and extended support 

to community radio stations and 

independent outlets. 

13. Let me also use this opportunity to 

commend the Media Reform Coordinating 

Group and the Multi-Stakeholders’ Board 

for the award of the first round of grants to 

14 media outlets across Sierra Leone by the 

National Fund for Public Interest Media. My 

Government reaffirms its commitment to 

public-interest journalism.   
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My Dear Friends,  

14. Empowering the media goes hand in hand 

with transforming our national media and 

information institutions. To this end, we are 

forging partnerships to modernize the 

Sierra Leone Broadcasting Corporation 

and to revive the Sierra Leone News 

Agency (SLENA), Government Daily 

Mail and Government Printing 

Department.  

15. Reforming our national records and 

archives is equally critical. This year, 

Cabinet approved the National Records 

and Archives Policy, ushering in a 
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landmark reform replacing outdated 

systems dating back to 1964. The new 

Records and Archives Bill, now in its 

final drafting stages, will modernize public 

records management and ensure the 

preservation of our national memory in 

both digital and physical formats. 

16. As a government, we are also committed to 

elevating the Creative Industries. We have 

approved Sierra Leone’s first-ever National 

Film and Video Policy — a major step 

toward professionalizing the film industry. 

17. Beyond these remarkable strides in the 

media, information and creative fields, 



Page 12 of 27  

2025 has also been monumental for Sierra 

Leone on the global stage. 

18. In June, I was honoured to be elected 

Chairman of the Authority of ECOWAS 

Heads of State and Government - the first 

time in over forty years that Sierra Leone 

has held this position.     

19. In September, our nation achieved a 

historic milestone with the official 

endorsement of the USD $2.2 billion 

Mission 300 Energy Compact – the largest 

infrastructure development plan in our 

Sierra Leone’s history.  

20. In November, Sierra Leone presided over 
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the United Nations Security Council for the 

second and final time during our tenure. 

Under our presidency, we spotlighted the 

devastating impact of food insecurity linked 

to conflict and highlighted our Feed Salone 

Initiative. We also drew global attention to 

the growing threats of terrorism in the 

Sahel region, calling for stronger 

international support for African-led peace 

efforts.  

21. Yes, Sierra Leone was President when the 

United Nations Security Council adopted 

the historic US-backed Resolution 2803 – a 

comprehensive plan to end the Gaza 
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conflict.  

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen, 

22. For the first time in our nation’s history, a 

sitting President of Sierra Leone 

participated in both the G20 Leaders’ 

Summit and the AU-EU Summit. I seized 

these historic opportunities to voice the 

hopes and aspirations of our country and 

the West African region, advocating for a 

global order founded on equality, solidarity 

and peace.  

23.  In 2025, we demonstrated that no 

important global conversation can 

take place without Sierra Leone’s voice 
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at the table.  

24. I have mentioned these achievements not 

as self-praise, but as testament to our 

country’s growing stature and to 

underscore the importance of a strong 

media to tell our story with pride and 

accuracy. 

My Dear Friends, 

25.  As an avid newspaper reader, I could not 

conclude the review of 2025 without 

reflecting on some of the headlines that 

captured this year’s spirit. The blend of 

facts, gossip, flattering stories, 

sensationalism, fiction and metaphors 
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makes reading newspapers a unique and 

enjoyable experience.  

26. One particular topical issue in the media 

after my August address to Parliament was 

my firm support for Proportional 

Representation. Not surprisingly, the 

Global Times enthusiastically endorsed my 

position, carrying the front-page headline: 

“President Bio’s Visionary Leadership 

Dismantling the Two-party Dictatorship”. 

Yet, in October, Concord Times offered a 

contrasting perspective, with the banner 

headline: “Democracy under threat: APC 

accuses SLPP of plotting one-party rule”. 
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Imagine the APC accusing the SLPP of one-

party rule!  

27.  The commissioning of the Sewa Grounds 

Market garnered widespread media 

coverage, particularly highlighting the 50% 

rent reduction offered to traders. I was 

especially moved by Awareness Times 

newspaper’s front-page headline: “As he 

opens Sewa Grounds Market…..Bio, Father 

of the Nation, Lowers Stall Rentals”. To be 

referred to as “Father of the Nation” by 

Awareness Times, I feel humbled.   

28. As expected the endorsement of the 

US$2.2 billion Mission 300 Energy Compact 
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by the World Bank and African 

Development Bank sparked tremendous 

excitement in the media. The Exclusive 

Newspaper proclaimed on its banner 

headline: “Salone Hits Jackpot….Energy 

Boom Soon”. Meanwhile, the Statelite 

Newspaper went further with its dramatic 

front-page headline: “With US$2.2 billion 

Mission 300 Energy Deal…..Sierra Leone 

Lights up Global Stage.”   

Distinguished Guests,   

29.  Last month, it appeared NightWatch 

Newspaper was very concerned about the 

main Opposition, APC. In one of its 
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publications regarding the many flagbearer 

aspirants in the APC, Nightwatch carried 

the front-page headline: “APC’s too many 

voices are confusing and unsettling the 

masses.” In another edition, the newspaper 

was so worried about the direction of the 

APC and summed up the opposition with 

this front-page headline: “APC’s Seven 

Years: Hungry, Thirsty, Broke and 

Visionless”. I hope the APC will quickly 

make amends with the NightWatch 

newspaper.  

30. Interestingly, the media’s attention has 

also been captivated by Housemate Sierra 
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Leone Season 4, which has gripped 

entertainment fans with its late-night 

dramas. In one segment, the News Watch 

Newspaper was so bewildered, it carried 

the front-page headline: “Housemates 

Salone English: They are Frading 

Theirself”. My friend, Professor David 

Francis, would surely have described that 

as “Egregious English”.  

31.  On that lighter note, let me remind you: A 

good joke, like good news, shines a light in 

our lives — so keep infusing your work with 

creativity and humanity. 
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My Dear Friends,  

 

32. Our media landscape stands as a pillar of 

our society, shaping public discourse and 

holding power to account. However, the 

path ahead is not without its obstacles.  

33. As we strive to build a more informed and 

engaged nation, media professionals face 

an array of challenges that test your 

resilience and commitment. From 

technological shifts to the need for greater 

financial sustainability these must be 

acknowledged if we are to strengthen the 

foundations of free and independent 

journalism.  
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34. Additionally, the rapid rise of 

misinformation and disinformation poses a 

significant threat to public trust, requiring 

vigilant efforts to uphold journalistic 

integrity.  

35. Therefore, as we look ahead in 2026, 

through the Ministry of Information and 

Civic Education, my government has set 

the following strategic priorities: 

 Promote media entrepreneurship  

 Position Sierra Leone as a regional 

leader in media sustainability, 

including hosting the West African 

Media Sustainability Conference 
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 Promote media literacy among our 

citizens so they can consume news 

critically and responsibly 

 Enhance protection for journalists 

so you can work without fear or 

harassment 

 Foster greater collaboration 

between media institutions and 

government agencies to ensure 

transparency and flow of information. 

 Strengthen civic education in schools 

and communities  

36. Tonight, I am also pleased to announce 

that for the financial year 2026, the annual 
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SLAJ subvention will increase to Le 2.7 

billion old Leones. Back in 2020, we 

began with a modest allocation of Le 200 

million old Leones, and now we celebrate 

a remarkable increase to Le 2.7 billion.  For 

SLAJ, Christmas gift always comes early! 

To those who wonder what the government 

has done concretely — the answer is clear. 

37.  In closing, let me say this: 

The story of Sierra Leone — our beautiful, 

resilient, and dynamic nation — must be 

told by you. Each article, report, interview, 

and broadcast must be a brush stroke 

painting the picture of our progress and 
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aspirations. 

38. I urge you to be the architects of a Sierra 

Leone that is prosperous, peaceful, and 

united. 

39. Yes, politics and governance will always 

test the limits of information and 

narratives, but your role is crucial — to 

deliver truth, to give voice to the voiceless, 

and to hold accountability as sacred. 

40. I promise to listen and to support your 

noble work. After all, a President without a 

strong media is like Freetown without 

Cotton Tree — missing its heart, its 

identity, and its voice. 
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41. Tonight, as we reflect on seven years of 

partnership, let us renew our commitment 

to journey forward together as partners, 

friends, and custodians of Sierra Leone’s 

future. 

42. Strengthening partnership with the media 

is more than a promise; it is the very 

foundation upon which a transparent, 

informed and vibrant Sierra Leone is built. 

Together we will continue to empower a 

media that tells our story, illuminate our 

truths and hold us accountable.   

43. Thank you for your dedication and enjoy 

this evening of celebration and friendship. 
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44. God bless our media practitioners! 

God bless Sierra Leone! 

 

       

 


