KEYNOTE ADDRESS

BY HIS EXCELLENCY JULIUS MAADA BIO,
PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE &

COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE ARMED FORCES

ON THE OCCASION OF THE PASSING-OUT
CEREMONY OF 88 CADETS AND 924 RECRUITS

SUNDAY, 11™ DECEMBER 2025

SIERRA LEONE MILITARY TRAINING ACADEMY

BENGUEMA

SIERRA LEONE
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The Honourable Vice President

The Chief Minister

Ministers of Government

Honourable Members of Parliament
Members of the Diplomatic and Consular
Corps

National Security Coordinator

Director General of the Ministry of Defence
Chief of Defence Staff

Inspector General of Police

Senior Officers of the RSLAF

Distinguished Guests

Proud Families and Friends
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And above all, our newly Commissioned
Officers and Enlisted Soldiers

GOOD MORNING

OPENING REMARKS

Today, Sierra Leone stands taller, prouder,
and more secure, as 1,012 new guardians of
our Republic rise with honour to serve our

great nation.

This passing-out parade is a defining moment

in the life of our nation.

It symbolises discipline, resilience, patriotism,

and national renewal.
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As your Commander-in-Chief, | stand before
you not only as President, but as a soldier who

once stood exactly where you stand today.

Before | wore a suit, | wore this uniform.

Before | commanded a nation, | learned o

follow orders.

Before State House, | marched on this very
ground as a cadet and young lieutenant,
rising eventually to the rank of Brigadier

General.
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8. | know the journey you have walked —

because | walked it.

9. | know the doubt, the sacrifice, the pressure,
and the breakthroughs — because they

forged my own destiny.

10. | remember one night during my training

when exhaustion nearly broke me.

11. An instructor said, “A soldier discovers his
strength when he thinks he has none left”.

Those words stayed with me.

Page 5 of 30




6

12. Today, you stand here because you

discovered your strength.

13. | salute you. Your nation salutes you.

. ACKNOWLEDGING LEADERSHIP, TRAINERS &

FAMILIES

DISTINGUISHED SERVICEMEN, LADIES AND

GENTLEMEN,

14. Let me take this opportunity to commend the
Chief of Defence Staff, the Training and
Doctrine Command, the Commandants,

Instructors, and all the dedicated personnel
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15.

16.

17.
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who shaped this new cohort of officers and

soldiers.

Your work strengthens the foundations of the
Republic.

To the families — parents, spouses, and

guardians — Thank You.

Your sacrifices, prayers, and encouragement

made this moment possible.
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18.
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HONOURING FALLEN HEROES AND WOUNDED
PERSONNEL

Before we confinue, let us honour the brave
men and women of the RSLAF who gave
their lives for our country, and those who sfill

live with the scars of their service.

19. Their courage guides us, and their families

20.

remain in our thoughts and in our national

gratitude.

| also stand before you as someone who has
been on the battlefield and carries scars of

my own — scars | still grapple with today.
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21.

22,

23.

24,

9

My battle scars remind me every day of the
love of country and the call of duty that

demanded those sacrifices.

And | know | am not alone. Many others
across Sierra Leone also bear scars, both

seen and unseen.

They, too, remind us of the heavy price paid

for peace and security.

We stand on their shoulders. And we honour

them by strengthening our Armed Forces
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and serving this nation with integrity and

dedication.

IV. YOUR TRAINING AND TRANSITION TO SERVICE

DEAR GRADUATE CADETS,

25. Over the past months, you endured rigorous

physical, mental, and emotional training.

26. You learned discipline, resilience, leadership,

and teamwork.

27. You were tested — and you triumphed.
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28.

29.

30.
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But let me remind you: Today is not an end —
it is the beginning of a lifelong covenant with

service, honour, and excellence.

When you wear this uniform, you carry:

e The honour of the Republic;

e The trust of our people; and

e The legacy of every soldier who came

before you

Always remember: you do not just wear this
uniform — you embody it. Live its discipline,

its professionalism, and its patriotism.
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31.

32.

33.

34.
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The true strength of the RSLAF lies not in its
equipment, but in the character and values

of the men and women who bear its colours.

RECOGNISING WOMEN IN UNIFORM

To the women among today’s graduates:

Your achievement is historic.

Your presence strengthens our Armed Forces.

Your leadership will shape the future of the

RSLAF.
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35. This Government remains committed to
expanding opportunities for women in
command, combat, engineering,
peacekeeping, and strategic decision-

making.

36. The Republic is proud of you.
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VI. THE MODERN ROLE OF THE RSLAF

OUR DEAR NEWLY COMMISSIONED OFFICERS AND

ENLISTED SOLDIERS,

37. You join the RSLAF at a time when security

threats are evolving — fterrorism, cyber

infrusions, fransnational crime, climate

shocks, and regional instability.

38. Your mission Qoes

defence.
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39. Today's military is:
e A partnerin disaster response.
e A conftributor to natfional infrastructure.
e A supporter of civil authority.
e An ambassador of Sierra Leone in Peace
Support Operations.
e A protector of public institutions and

national assets.

40. Our Big Five Game Changers — Feed Salone,

Human Capital Development, Youth

Empowerment, Digital Transformation, and
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41.

VIL.

42.
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Public Sector Reform — depend on peace

and stability.

Your service is essential to Sierra Leone's

transformation.

INTERNATIONAL PARTNERSHIP & GLOBAL
MILITARY COOPERATION

Let me also acknowledge our defence
partners — ECOWAS, the African Union, the
United Nations, and nations such as the
United Arab Emirates, the United Kingdom,
the United States, China, Nigeria, Ghanag,

and others who support our training, logistics,
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peacekeeping, and professional

development.

43. Our Armed Forces stand stronger today

because of international cooperation,

shared doctrine, and global solidarity.
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VIIl. UNCONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE OF

GOVERNMENT: LESSONS & LOYALTY

44. As we celebrate your entry into this noble
profession, | must address a critical challenge
facing parts of our region — the resurgence

of unconstitutional changes of government.

45. We have withessed democratic reversals

across West Africa.

46. Such actions weaken states, disrupt peace,

and reverse development gains.

Page 18 of 30




47.

48.

49.

50.

51.
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| speak about this with humility because my
own journey passed through one of the most

turbulent periods of our national history.

In 1992, as a young officer, | was part of a

generation confronting a repressive regime.

But nations evolve. And leadership must

evolve with them.

What Sierra Leone needed then is not what

Sierra Leone needs today.

Today, we stand on a foundation of

constitutional governance, sfronger
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52.

53.

54,
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institfutions, and a shared national

commitment never to return to instability.

Let me state this clearly and respectfully: The
era of military intervention in the politics of

Sierra Leone is over.

Your oath is sacred. Your loyalty is to the
Constitution. Your duty is to protect the will of
the people. Your honour belongs to the

Green, White, and Blue flag.

A disciplined military does not seize power —

it protects the people’s power.
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55. A professional military does not destabilise

the state — it strengthens unity and public

frust.

56. We have learned from our past. We have

grown beyond it.

57. Sierra Leone chooses peace, stability, and

constitutional order.
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IX. NATIONAL UNITY & ETHICAL CONDUCT
58. No matter your ftribe, district, religion, or
political affiliation, remember: You serve

ONLY one nation. One people. One flag.

59. Reject division. Reject tribalism.

Reject misuse of the uniform.

60. Let your conduct reflect humility, restraint,

respect, and professionalism.

61. Know that a soldier's greatest power is

discipline.
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62. As you proceed to your Units:
e Respect your commanders.
e Obey lawful orders.
e Uphold the chain of command.
e Maintfain readiness and fitness.
e Reject corruption and misconduct.
e Protfect civilians and public property.

e Serve with dignity and humility.

63. The reputation of the RSLAF rests on your daily

actions.
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X. GOVERNMENT COMMITMENT TO THE ARMED

FORCES

DISTINGUISHED SERVICEMEN,

64. My Government remains committed to:

Improving barracks and
accommodation.

Expanding training and joint exercises.
Modernising equipment and logistics.
Enhancing welfare and healthcare.
Strengthening peacekeeping readiness.
Creating pathways for advanced

education and specialisation.
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65. A strong nation requires a strong military.
A strong military requires continuous

investment.

66. Our vision is clear: An RSLAF fthat is
technologically modern, intelligence-driven,
cyber-ready, professionally trained, and fully
aligned with global standards of defence

and peacekeeping.

67. You are the generation that will lead this

evolution.

Page 25 of 30




68.

69.

70.

/1.

72,

73.
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You are the architects of the Armed Forces

Sierra Leone will rely on in 2035 and beyond.

Your actions today shape the future of our

national security.

Your training is a foundation. Your growth will

define your leadership.

Be thinkers as well as fighters.

Be innovators as well as protectors.

Be ethical leaders for a modern military.
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74. Your discipline, knowledge, and courage will

shape the future of the RSLAF.

XI. CLOSING REMARKS

75. On behalf of my Government and the people
of Sierra Leone, | congrafulate you on
completing the Direct Entry Commissioning
Course and the Direct Entry Recruit Course of

2025.

76. You stand foday not just as graduates, but as:
e Guardians of our peace;
e Defenders of our democracy;

e Champions of our unity; and
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e Custodians of the Green, White, and Blue

Flag.

77. Wear your uniform with pride. Serve with

honour. Lead with integrity.

78. If a young cadet from the small village of

Tihun could rise to Brigadier General and

President, then your future, too, holds limitless

promise.

79. Let your service be defined by excellence.
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80.

81.

82.

83.

84.

85.
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Let your actions inspire generations.

Let your legacy strengthen Sierra Leone.

May God bless you.

May God bless the Republic of Sierra Leone.

May God bless our Armed Forces.

Forward, ever. Stronger, together. For Sierra

Leone.

THANK YOU.
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