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Salutations: 

• The Honourable Speaker of Parliament,   

• The Honourable Chief Justice 

• Madam First Lady,  

• The Chief Minister,  

• Ministers of Government,  

• Members of Parliament,  

• Members of the Diplomatic and Consular Corps,  

• The Guest Speaker, Dr. Mavuso Msimang,  

• Development Partners, 

• Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. 

 

Good afternoon! 
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1. It is a profound opportunity to be here today at this 2025 

Edition of the Salone Civic Festival, to interact with you 

on national issues. 

  

2. Let me begin by warmly recognizing our distinguished 

international guests who have travelled from the United 

States of America, Kenya, Somaliland, Liberia, Canada, 

and Nigeria to grace this occasion.  

 

3. Your presence here reaffirms our shared commitment to 

democratic governance and people-centred 

development. 

 

4. I also want to pay a special tribute to our Guest Speaker, 

Dr. Mavuso Msimang from South Africa. We thank you for 

your lifelong service to public accountability and for 

being here to share with us your remarkable story and 

experience. 

 

5. We are gathered here today in a space that bears a 

familiar name but with a new purpose.  
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6. We are here at the newly designated Miatta Civic 

Centre, formerly known as Miatta Conference Centre.  

 

 

7. From this day forward, this building will be the home of a 

new civic culture in Sierra Leone.  

 

8. My government is transforming this space into a national 

hub for civic engagement, creativity, and digital 

innovation. 

 

9. The Miatta Civic Centre will be a place where citizens 

speak truth to power, where artists create the future, 

where innovators experiment, and where your 

government connects directly with you, the people.  

 

10. Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. Our 

Annual Civic Festival is not just a mere event; it is a 

platform for citizens to see how their governance 

architecture works. 
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11. For the next three days, government institutions, 

artists, professionals and community voices will share this 

single civic space to converse on national issues.  

 

12. Its an opportunity to deepen our democratic 

peace; by bringing government closer to the people; 

giving them access to information; and for them to have 

a say in the way they are being governed. 

 

13. In addition to this Civic Festival, we have introduced 

weekly government press briefings. 

 

14.  We have held civic town hall meetings across this 

country, and we have fostered open dialogues on 

critical political issues and governance reform policies. 

 

15. Since the days of the Truth and Reconciliation and 

the Bintumani 1 and 2 (of which I was also a key 

participant); no administration in Sierra Leone has 

committed itself to promoting press freedom and 

creating space for national conversation than my 

government.  
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16. Today, I am glad to announce that we are also 

taking steps to restore our national voice by reviving two 

historic institutions that once shaped our national 

consciousness but have been long abandoned: 

 

17. First, we are bringing back the Sierra Leone Daily 

Mail.  

 

18. The Daily Mail returns not as a relic of the past, but 

as a modern, digital and public interest press house.  

 

19. It will serve as an authoritative source for factual 

reporting and civic education.  

 

20. It will carry investigative stories and historical 

features that rebuild our national values.  

 

21. This is the rebirth of a national institution designed to 

strengthen our democracy. 
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22. Second, is the Rebirth of SLENA. The Sierra Leone 

News Agency (SLENA), established in 1977, is being 

reborn as a modern, multimedia national wire service.  

 

23. In an age of fake news, SLENA will be dedicated to 

ensuring that citizens receive verified, inclusive and 

timely information.  

 

24. It will maintain correspondents in all districts and 

actively counter misinformation and disinformation. 

 

25. Together, both the Daily Mail and SLENA will rebuild 

the backbone of Sierra Leone’s public information 

architecture. 

 

26. To ensure open government, I am proud to launch 

the GOV.SL.  
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27. This  is a single, central digital platform built by DSTI 

to give citizens a reliable place to find all government 

announcements, policies and institutional contacts and 

will serve as the primary national information gateway. 

 

28. Furthermore, to ensure transparency, we have 

launched the Medium-Term National Development Plan 

Dashboard, which I have urged the respective ministries 

to display here at the festival.  

 

29. For the first time, any citizen can track national 

development - sector by sector, district by district, target 

by target.  

 

30. This is accountability through technology. 

 

31. To support this ecosystem, I am also launching three 

critical policy frameworks today: 

• The Government Information Policy  

• The Records and Archives Policy  

• The National Film and Video Policy 
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32. These policies will shape how we communicate, 

how we preserve our history and how we support our 

creative industries. 

 

33. Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen. You will recall 

that the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) was 

established to create an impartial record of our civil war 

and to make recommendations for lasting peace. 

 

34. In Paragraph 202 of Chapter IV of Volume 2 of its 

Report, the Commission recommended that the 

Government declares 18th January – as the official day 

of the end of the war - as a National Reconciliation Day, 

dedicated to honouring the victims of the war and 

promoting peace. 
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35. In fulfilment of that recommendation; now 

therefore, I, Brigadier (Rtd) Julius Maada Bio, President of 

the Republic of Sierra Leone, Supreme Head of State, 

Grand Commander of the Order of the Republic, and 

Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Sierra 

Leone, DO HEREBY PROCLAIM that the 18th Day of 

January, shall be commemorated as National 

Remembrance Day throughout the Republic of Sierra 

Leone. 

 

36. The National Remembrance Day will be dedicated 

to civic education, community service, peacebuilding, 

and honouring the victims and survivors of the war.  

 

37. It will be a day of reflection to deepen national 

cohesion and unity.  

 

38. I call on the Ministry of Information and Civic 

Education and the Peace Commission to lead our 

annual efforts in this regard. 
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39. Distinguished guest, ladies and gentlemen. As we 

gather here to lend our voices to the 2025 Civic Festival, 

let us also bear in mind that tomorrow 12th December, 

we will also commemorate Universal Health Coverage, 

to reaffirm to the world that health is a fundamental civic 

and human right issue. 

 

40. I am bringing this issue here to reinforce that we can 

only attain our national ambition of reaching a middle-

income status by 2039 by maintaining a healthy, 

educated and well-nourished population. 

 

41. Therefore, my government remains committed to 

Human Capital Development, Sustainable Health 

Financing, and the redesigning of Primary Health Care 

that is fit for purpose.  

 

42. We are transforming our systems to ensure that the 

essential health services package get to the intended 

beneficiaries.  
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43. We are not yet fully there; but our reforms are 

working, and the data tells a powerful story of progress: 

• On Maternal Health; we have reduced the 

maternal mortality ratio from 1,682 per 100,000 live 

births in 2000 to 354 per 100,000 in 2023. This shows a 

massive 79% reduction over two decades. 

 

• On Child Survival; our Under-Five mortality has 

declined sharply from 225 per 1,000 live births in 2000 

to 101 per 1,000 in 2022. 

 

44. We are also seeing more preterm babies surviving 

and thriving in special care baby units across the country 

than before. 

 

45. As I conclude, I wish to express my profound 

gratitude to the Minister of the Ministry of Information 

and Civic Education and the entire staff, for their vision 

and leadership in delivering on the mandate of this 

festival. 
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46. I also want to thank every Ministry, Department, and 

Agency presenting their work here. 

 

47.  I look forward to visiting as many booths as possible 

– please note that this is just a wish and not a promise. 

Tok and do nor dae pa borku waka waka. 

 

48. Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen. Over 

the next three days, I will encourage you to engage with 

policymakers and support our artists and young 

innovators.  

 

49. Ask questions, seek clarity and be part of our 

national journey. 

 

50. Democracy thrives not when we fight, but when 

citizens engage.  
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51. With great pride in our civic journey, and with 

confidence in our national renewal, I now formally 

declare the 2025 Salone Civic Festival officially open. 

 

52. May God bless you all, and may God bless the 

Republic of Sierra Leone. 

- THE END - 


