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EXCELLENCIES,
DISTINGUISHED COLLEAGUES,

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

We gather at a moment when the world is
more connected than ever, yet more fragile

than it has been in generation:s.

| extend my profound appreciation to the
Government and people of Angola for the
warm hospitality we have enjoyed in this

vibrant city of Luanda.
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3.

5.
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| also thank the African Union and the
European Union for convening this Summit af
such a conseguential time for our two

continents.

Today's challenges — pressures on
governance, rising insecurity, and a strained
multilateral order — are not isolated. They

are intertwined. But so too are our aspirations.

This Summit is an opportunity to redefine our
partnership and shape a shared future
grounded in dignity, justice, and the spirit of

Agenda 2063.
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GOVERNANCE AND DEMOCRACY
Across Africa, we continue to strengthen
democratic governance with  greater

regularity in elections and transitions.

Yet institutional fragilities, inequalities, and
unconstitutional changes of government
remind us that democracy must be

constantly defended.

As Chair of the ECOWAS Authority, | reaffirm
our firm zero-tolerance for unconstitutional

changes of government.

Page 4 of 16




9.

10.

11.
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At the same time, we recognise that
sustainable stability requires more than

condemnation.

It demands credible nationally owned
transitions, resilient institutions, and renewed

trust between citizens and the state.

West Africa is choosing a future defined not

by the crisis of our past, but by the courage

of our collective resolve.
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12.

13.

14.

PEACE AND SECURITY
Africa’s security situation is increasingly
alarming. Terrorism and violent extremism are

expanding in scale and reach.

Last year, Africa recorded the highest
number of terrorism-related deaths globally

— and the trend is worsening.

The destabilising affermath of the Libyan
conflict continues to fuel arms flows and

insurgencies across the Sahel.
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15. The cost is human and heartbreaking.

16.

Behind every statistic is a child whose school
has vanished, a mother displaced by
violence, or a farmer whose livelihood has

been erased.

As Chair of the UN Security Council, Sierra
Leone has prioritised these realities — placing
peace in West Africa, conflict-related food
insecurity, and small arms proliferation at the

top of the global agenda.

Page 7 of 16




8

17. But one ftruth remains constant: peace

cannot be enforced by bullets alone. It must
be nourished by inclusion, opportunity,

justice, and a state that people trust.

MULTILATERALISM AND GLOBAL

GOVERNANCE

EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

18. The UN Charter remains our universal

covenant. Its principles — sovereignty,
territorial integrity, and peaceful dispute
settlement — are the bedrock of the

international system.
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19.

20.

21.
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Yet today’s world is marked by new theatres
of conflict, digital warfare, and geopolitical

rivalry.

The multilateral system must evolve or risk

irelevance.

As Coordinator of the African Union
Committee of Ten (C-10) on United Nations
Security Council Reform, | have continuously
asserted that the reform of the Security
Council is not a favour to Africa; it is an
overdue correction to history and a

prerequisite for global legitimacy.
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23.
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For Africa, multilateralism is existential.

Our challenges — climate shocks, food
insecurity, terrorism, and displacement — cut

ACross borders.

We must therefore have a decisive voice in

shaping global rules and responses.

The age of hierarchical partnerships is over.
The remnants of colonial dominance cannot

define the future.
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26. Africa’s sovereignty is not up for negotiation,

and our continent is not for sale.

27. Our partnership with Europe must be built on

mutual respect, shared responsibility, and

equal footing.
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IV. AU-EU PARTNERSHIP

EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

28. The AU-EU partnership remains critical.

29. We value cooperation across peace and
security, climate resilience, digital innovation,

education, and trade.

30. But we must be honest: cooperation must

now move from promises to impact.

31. Africa seeks a parinership that unlocks
investiment, opens markets, supports

industrialisation, empowers young people,
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33.

34.
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and accelerates technology transfer and

climate adaptation.

These are the foundations of resilient societies

and sustainable peace.

Sierra Leone fully supports the
implementation of UN Security Council
Resolution 2719, which enables predictable

financing for AU-led peace operations.

But financing alone is not enough. We need
deeper investment in value addition, energy
transition, and infrastructure — the engines of

“the Africa we want.”
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V.
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CONCLUSION

EXCELLENCIES, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

35. The Pact for the Future reminds us that peace

36.

37.

IS Not an accident.

It is a choice — a choice rooted in
cooperation, courage, and the willingness to

see our common humanity.

Africa does not seek pity. Africa seeks
parinership — partnership grounded in

sovereignty, fairness, and shared prosperity.
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38. Our people deserve a world where dignity is
non-negotiable, where opportunity s
accessible, and where hope is not a luxury

but a right.

39. As Chairperson of ECOWAS and the African
Union’s C-10 on the Reform of the UN Security
Council, | reaffirm Sierra Leone’s unwavering

commitment to building such a future.

40. Together — with the AU, the EU, and all our
partners — we can turn the page on
instability and open a new chapter of peace,

progress, and possibility.
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44,

16

Let us choose cooperation over competition.

Let us choose law over force.

Let us choose hope over fear.

And let us choose each other as equal
partners in shaping a safer and more

prosperous world.

OBRIGADO. THANK YOU.
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