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ASIERRA LEONE’S PRESIDENT JULIUS MAADA BIO
VISITS HASTINGS DRUG REHABILITATION FACILITY,
ASSURES VICTIMS OF GOVERNMENT'’S RESOLVE TO

END THE KUSH CRISIS

Peace Mission Training Centre (PMTC) Barracks, Hastings - Thursday,
30 October 2025 - His Excellency President Dr. Julius Maada Bio
visited the Government’s Harmful Drug Rehabilitation Facility in
Hastings, where he assured recovering victims of his administration’s
unwavering commitment to ending the harmful drug pandemic
affecting the nation’s youth.

Highlighting government’s multi-pronged approach, President Bio
said rehabilitation facilities have been established in Hastings,
Gondama (Bo) and Daru (Kailahun) while plans are on the way to
establish in Teko (Makeni). He also instructed the police and judiciary
to take stronger action against those involved in the drug trade.

President Bio concluded the visit by reaffirming his government’s
determination to defeat the kush scourge through prevention,
rehabilitation, and justice, calling on all Sierra Leoneans to join the
fight to save the nation’s youth.

https://statehouse.gov.sl



9TH NOVEMBER,2025. STATE HOUSE MEDIA AND

COMMUNICATIONS
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

T T

i J' M F

l \

5 et 6

- ’ o 4 _"' S - ¥ Qo . 5
SIERRA LEONE’S PRESIDENT JULIUS MAADA

BIO INTENSIFIES FIGHT AGAINST KUSH
State House, Freetown, Thursday, 30 October 2025. President Dr. Julius Maada
Bio has announced decisive hew measures to tackle the Kush epidemic,

following a high-level stakeholders’ meeting at State House to review the
one-year report of the National Taskforce on Drug and Substance Abuse.

Speaking to ministers, security chiefs, justice leaders, and civil society
representatives, the President described Kush as one of the gravest threats to
Sierra Leone’s social stability, public health, and national security. He said the
interventions made during the meeting highlighted a “profound national
urgency” and must “deepen our resolve against the scourge of Kush and all
forms of drug and substance abuse.”

President Bio called for unity and shared responsibility across society, urging

parents to act early, teachers to watch over students, communities to protect
one another, religious leaders to preach healing, businesses to support
recovery, and every citizen to declare: “Not in our country, not in our
communities, not in our homes, and not in our streets.”
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PRESIDENTIAL DIRECTIVES TO DEFEAT KUSH:
TURNING RESOLVE INTO ACTION

30th October 2025 - In the wake of the devastating impact of Kush
on communities, especially our young people, President Julius
Maada Bio issued a set of bold and urgent directives to intensify the
national fight against drug abuse. These measures signal a
no-nonsense, whole-of-government approach that prioritizes
prevention, rehabilitation, law enforcement, and community
resilience.
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PRESIDENT BIO’S FIVE DECISIVE MEASURES
IN THE FIGHT AGAINST KUSH

Dedicated exclusively to financing
prevention, care & treatment, social support, law enforcement,
and community engagement.

Fast-tracks drug-related cases
with designated judges and magistrates to deliver swift justice.

Joint OSD-RSLAF force to
raid drug hotspots and make on-the-spot arrests nationwide.

Chief Justice to issue
guidelines for consistent and tougher sentencing in drug-related
offences.

Attorney-General to
strengthen legislation, enforce harsher penailties, and seize
assets of traffickers and dealers.
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