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Your Excellency Felix-Antoine Tshisekedi, President of Democratic
Republic of Congo and Chair of the AU;
Excellencies, Heads of State and Government;
Excellency, Mr. Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairperson of the African
Union (AU) Commission;
Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen,
1.
Permit me, from the outset, to acknowledge and appreciate our
host, His Excellency Abiy Ahmed, and the People of Ethiopia for the
warm and excellent hospitality accorded to us and our respective
delegations since our arrival in this historic and beautiful city of Addis
Ababa.
2.
On behalf of the African Union Committee of Ten (C-10) Heads
of State and Government on the Reform of the United Nations Security
Council, let me also commend Your Excellencies for your unstinted and
unwavering support for the work of the Committee. We are making
progress on implementing our mandate to canvass, advocate, and
promote the Common African Position on reform of the UN Security
Council.
3.
Excellencies, the report that has been circulated for your kind
attention builds on previous reports and provides updates on the
Intergovernmental Negotiations (IGN) in the UN General Assembly;
and efforts made by the C-10 to advance the Common African Position.
4.
Excellencies, I am pleased to report to this Assembly that in
January this year, our dear brother and colleague, His Excellency
Yoweri Kaguta Museveni, President of the Republic of Uganda,
graciously hosted the Ninth C-10 Consultative Ministerial Meeting in
Kampala, Uganda. The outcome of that Ministerial Meeting is annexed
to this 22nd Report of the C-10.
5.
In Kampala, the Committee acknowledged the wide and broad
support for the Common African Position that other Interest Groups
and several UN Member States participating in the IGN meetings in
New York have repeatedly articulated.
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6.
Although the positions of all UN Member states may not be in
accord with the Ezulwini Consensus and the Sirte Declaration, the
Committee, has agreed on an approach aimed at guiding the
negotiations in the upcoming informal meetings of the IGN.
7.
We seek comprehensive reforms that will accord Africa its rightful
place at the UN Security Council. This is a continental aspiration
entrenched in the principle of common justice, and in accordance with
the principles and purposes of the United Nations. Our claim for
“Regional Representation” to address the current injustice in the
composition of the UN Security Council remains a sound basis for our
legitimate demand for reform as articulated in the Ezulwini Consensus
and the Sirte Declaration.
8.
As a continent, we believe that this lack of equitable geographical
representation in the UN Security Council directly contravenes the
principles and purposes of the UN Charter and therefore undermines
the legitimacy of the Council’s decisions.
9.
We must remain steadfast. We must amplify the call for Africa to
have an effective voice in the decision-making processes of the UN
Security Council. We must continue to be united and to speak with one
voice on both substantive and procedural matters on the reform of the
UN Security Council until the legitimate demands of the Common
African Position are achieved.
10. We have made progress. We have embarked on a number of
high-level consultative meetings, including the Summit of C-10 Heads
of State and Government, and the Meeting of Foreign Ministers. We
have constructively engaged Interest Groups and key stakeholders,
including the current Five Permanent members (P-5) of the UN Security
Council. I have equally embarked on consultations with my colleagues
within and outside Africa. I plan to continue these engagements.
11. Regrettably, there has been no substantive shift or narrowing
down of the nuances in positions of Member States and Interest
Groups. These divergent positions have made it challenging to achieve
decisive progress on the reform process.
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12. The IGN process continues to encounter challenges due to the
nuances in interest and divergence in positions. States and Interest
Groups remain opposed to regional representation and enlarging the
UN Security Council in the Permanent category along with its current
Veto Power structure.
13. The clusters on the “Question of the Veto, Regional
Representation, the Categories of Membership and Size of the UN
Security Council” continue to be some of the main areas of contention
in the IGN.
14. Additionally, there is also the challenge of moving beyond
procedural matters including the persistent call for text-based
negotiations by a single negotiating document.
15. Finally, there is also the challenge of the continual dual
membership of African countries in other Interest Groups. This raises
doubts about the cohesiveness and unity of Africa over our Common
Position.
16. We must demonstrate our cohesiveness in advocating the
Common African Position through our participation at the IGN
meetings in New York and all other multilateral and bilateral fora on
both substantive and procedural matters. We cannot afford to allow
ourselves to be divided by other interest groups.
17. In spite of these concerns, the Common African Position remains
unchallenged as the best means to redress the historical injustice.
Africa must therefore remain united and cohesive and continue to
speak with one voice on both substantive and procedural matters.
18. Excellencies, in seeking to guide this Assembly on the way
forward, I wish to underline the following:
19. That we reiterate the imperative and legitimacy of the Ezulwini
Consensus and Sirte Declaration;
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20. That we reaffirm Africa’s position on the Veto and oppose the
creation of a third category of membership of the Security Council,
which is NOT in compliance with the Ezulwini Consensus and the Sirte
Declaration;
21. That we re-echo Africa’s rejection of any intermediate,
transitional or intermediary approaches to the reform of the UN
Security Council as they will undermine the Common African Position.
22. That we continue to implore other African countries to withdraw
their membership from other interest groups to enhance the
cohesiveness of the Common African Position and remove the
impression of a divided Africa;
23. That we reaffirm that all AU Member States should continue to
defend, canvass, and promote the Common African Position on all
facets of the reform at every opportunity.
24. In order to assure cohesiveness on the foregoing, the Committee
will draft appropriate language, which firmly advocates and canvasses
the Common African Position, for inclusion in our respective statements
during the 77th United National General Assembly in September this
year.
25. The Committee will also continue to constructively engage with
the African Union Member States in New York for effective participation
at the IGN meetings.
26. Excellencies, in presenting the 22nd Report together with its
draft Decision for adoption, let me conclude that our demand is
legitimate and we must continue to resist the distractions and efforts
made by other Member States and Interest Groups to divide and
distract Africa from its Common Position.
27. All Member States of the AU must remain vigilant, continue to
speak with one voice and be unified on all aspects of the UN Security
Council reform process.
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28. I am pleased to report to notify this Assembly that the Republic
of Congo has graciously offered to host the next Ministerial high-level
meeting of the C-10.
I thank you for your attention.
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